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This week in NYC 


Governor Rockefeller and Mayor 
Wagner, in the midst of diverse political 
disputes, agreed to cooperate on legis - 
lative plans to insure construction of the 
Lincoln Center 2500 seat theatre for the 
dance and operetta and the theatre museum 
and library in time for the NY World's 
Fair opening Apr 1,1964, During run of 
the fair both would be used for state and 
city exhibits and functions, After the fair 
the state would give the $19 million play- 
house to the city to be the new home of 
the City Center, and the library would be- 
come the new home of the theatre collect- 
ion of the NY Public Library, Theatre 
may be called "New York State Theatre," 


Plays 


Julia, Jake and Uncle Joe closed 
after its first and last performance to 
an estimated loss of $120,000... Invitat- 
ion to a March closed ,its last perform- 
ance was a special Sun eve Actors Fund 
presentation... Eddie Bracken replaced 
Harry Horner as director of How to Mae 
a Man, the announcement made on open-_ 
ing night...Once There Was a Russian 
due Feb 18 at Music Box...A Taste of 
Honey to moved Feb 28 to Booth... Wild- 
cat to vacation week of Mar 27... Mich- 
ael MacLiammoir's one man show on 
Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being 
Oscar , to be presented Mar 14 at Lyc- 
eum by S Hurok-Roger Stevens... Big 
Fish, Little Fish due Mar 15 at ANTA 
«eeFar Country new play by Henry Den- 
ker due Mar 22, 


How to Succeed in Business With- 
out Really Tryin » musical by Abe Burr- 
ows, Frank Loesser starring Robert 
Morse due May 25,..Hip, Hip Hooray! 
new comedy by Arthur Carter to be pre- 
sented by Lynn Loesser in Oct, directed 
by Jack Ragotzy...The Nose of Jerry 


Pepper, new comedy by Arnold Schulman 
to be presented in fall by Kermit Bloom - 
garden, starring Milton Berle, directed 
by Robert Lewis...Natural Affection is 
title of William Inge's new play due next 


season, 
Special Events 


Third annual ANTA Assembly Feb 
5-8 at Hotel Edison, NYC considers the 
general theme "The Contemporary Amer- 
ican Theatre-Substance or Vaccum? De- 
tails of program on supplement, 


"The Art of the Theatre in Germany" 
exhibition opens Feb 6 at Pepsi Cola, Bldg, 
59th * Park Av, NYC, 


NYC Calendar 


The Moon in the Yellow River - 
East End ( S3E4 ) 2/76. David Ful - 
ford-William Demsey present revival 
of 1932 Irish play by Denis Johnson , 
directed by Fulford with Roy Poole, 
Neil Fitzgerald, James Coco, 


Faust- City Center 2/7, Gert 
von Gontard-Felix Gertsman-Deut - 
sches Theatre presents Geutsches 
Schauspielhaus Hamburg production 
of Goethe's classic, Part I in German 
with Gustaf Grundgens, Will Quadflieg, 
directed by Grundgens . Simultaneous 
translation in English available via 
transistor radios, Two weeks only, 


Cicero- St Marks Playhouse 
(133-2nd Av) 2/8, Norman Seamon- 
Win Sharples, Jr-John Ben Tarver pre- 
sent new play by Upton Sinclair, staged 
by Tarver, 


King of the Dark Chamber-Jan 
Hus ( 351 E 74) 2/9. Van Joyce-Harold 
Leventhal, Pat Newhall present Indian 
play by Rabindranath Tagore with 
Kuldip Singh, Bruce Glover directed 
by Krishna Shah, 


After the Angels- West Third St 
Theatre Restaurant- 2/10, Al Viola 
presents new play by T. Patrick Burke, 
directed by Goddard Winterbottom with 
Eve Bruce, Jonathan Moore, George 
Sawaya. $6.50 week-end top price for 
dinner and show, or $3.50 for show. 


Players 


Suzanne Pleshette replaces Anne 
Bancroft, The Miracle Worker, Feb 6 
«e.-Sam Wanamaker to co-star with Kim 
Stanley and Steven Hill in Far Country 
George Grizzard and Ruth White joined 
Big Fish, Little Fish ,.. Franklin Gil - 
bert, 43, producer of Lend an Ear, died 


in Rome of heart attack, 
Theatre Film Notes 


"Meet Brendan Behan" a BBC inter- 
view with Eamon Andrews to be screened 
Feb 9 at New Yorker Theatre, NYC ... 
Greenwillow film version starring Ant- 
hony Perkins to be made by Perkins and 
Frank Loesser.,..The Waltz of the Tor- 
eadors film to be made by Peter Sellers 
NY City Center's Light Opera Co to 
earn profits and publicity via tie-in with 
re-release of The King and I film to be 
shown in a new color process at Rivoli 
Theatre, NY starting Mar 23, 


Off Broadway 


Domino Furioso , a new dance satire, 
will be presented as first part of bill with 
American Dream at York, replacing Bartl 
eby opera, starting Feb 7, Starring Valerie 
Bettis and her Dance Theatre with J.C, 
MCCord, Pat Birch, Duncun Noble, Written 
by John Malcolm Brinnin, with music by 
Bernardo Segall, It will run for a limited 
engagement, with other items used as the 
first part of the twin-bill program pre- 
sented by Theatre 1961-Richard Barr and 
Clinton Wilder, 


Beautiful Dreamer closed after 24 
perfor mances,,. Elsa Lanchester-Herself 
moved opening to Feb 4... Ballet Ballads 
business. has improved and plans to run 
indefinitely, ..Octoroon run extended from 
four to six weeks to Mar 5 . Hamlet will 
be presented at Phoenix Mar 16... Mont- 
serrat run extended to Feb 19 at Gate. 
Revivals of Electra and Merchant of Venice 
at Gate cancelled in favour of production of 
new play by Algirdas Landsbergis, Five 
Posts in the Market due Mar 6, staged by 
Sidney Walters, 


Tivoli Playhouse,120 W 24, managed 
by Robert Windisch to be available for Off 
Broadway rentals in mid-Feb, seating 199 
or 299, 


Rendezvous in Senlis a new play by 
Anouilh, translated by Edward Owen Marsh 
to be presented Feb 27 at Gramercy Arts 
Theatre by Claude Giroux-Manny Azen - 
berg-Douglas Shustek, directed by Zeke 
Berlin with Josephine Nicholes, .. Walk- 
Up a new play by Gerald Sanford to be pre- 
sented Feb 23 at Provincetown by Ellie 
Horn-Bill Holzman, directed by Matt Cim- 
ber, 


Equity deal with Roots producers to 
give $85 per week minimum to cast at new 
Mayfair Theatre, Hotel Paramount, W 46. 
Leigh Wharton and Jack Waltzer added 
to To Damascus ... Patricia Roc, Joan An- 
derson, Carlton Colyer joined Tiger Rag 
Josef Chatkin replaced Warren Finn- 
erty, The Connection, who left to join the 
London company of Jack Gelber play, 


Theatre Record Notes 

Ed Sullivan has produced first set 
of 12 Broadway musical albums to be sold 
at moderate prices, In NY area they are 


for sale in A & P Supermarkets, 


(( Late News & Reviews- Supplement )) 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Midgie Purvis- Beck 2/1, 4 pro- Herald Tribune, News, 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- and 3 con- Times, 
Mirror, Post- filed on new comedy by Mary Chase, staged by 
Burgess Meredith, presented by Robert Whitehead- Roger 
Stevens with Tallulah Bankhead, William Redfield, Alice 
Pearce, Nydia Westman, Affirmative voters split on merits 
of script, but joined all colleagues in high praise for Bank- 
head, While negative voters feared that inspite of star's an- 
tics script could not be saved, Kerr, Herald Tribune, sum- 
med his pro notice by stating that play warmed the cockles 
of his heart, with Bankhead's best performance in years , 
This inspite of fact, Kerr admitted, that play seems to have 
been composed on an out-of-order Ouija board, Chapman, 
News, loved play, charming direction and Bankhead's per- 
formance, a joy to behold and hear. McClain, Journal Am- 
erican stated that Tallulah's great, but play ain't , the dir- 
ection swift and assured, the supporting cast fine. He hopes 
Bankhead's personal draw will keep comedy open, though he 
doubts it, Aston, WTS, found Bankhead as an individual con- 
sistently uproarious, though the play is negligible. Dissent - 
er Taubman, Times, panned fantasy as relentlessly earth- 
bound with Bankhead only able to get sparse moments of 
amusement from her character which after awhile becomes 
thoroughly vulgar, Coleman, Mirror, granted it has Bank - 
head and some good ideas, but star and director have not 
been able to jell them into a hilarious and rewarding even- 
ing. Watts, Post, feared spotty and ramshackle comedy en- 
counters so many difficulties in getting around to its high 
points that it only too infrequently manages to live up to its 
considerable potentialities for laughter, 


Call Me By My Rightful Name- One Sheridan Sq- 
1/31, 5 pros- Herald Tribune, News, Post, Journal Amer- 
ican, World Telegram & Sun- and 1 con- Times- filed on 
first play by Michael Shurtleff, casting director of David 
Merrick productions, staged by Milton Katselas, present- 
ed by Judy Rutherford with Robert Duvall, Alvin Alley, 
Joan Hackett, Pro appraisers recommended writing tal- 
ent of new author, direction and cast, Sole con voter also 
praised writing, but did not think result convincing, Her- 
ald Tribune reviewer, Morgenstern, approved of a very 
good try, a play with plenty of wit and invention inspite 
of its commonplace ending, with an engaging cast in an 
interesting production, Davis, News, heralded author 
who is more than promising, but already arrived, a man 
who knows how to write for an intelligent audience, Sup- 
erb cast anddirection ,News Off Broadway man con- 
cluded, Watts, Post, applauded honest, thoughtful, prob- 
ing study, done in straight-forward and unsentimental dram- 
atic terms and admirably acted by a smalland notably ex- 
pert cast,. McClain, Journal American, rated it one of the 
brightest off Broadway offerings to date, a classic example 
of what it should aim at-new writing and acting skills intell- 
igently displayed in intimate environs, Aston, WTS, did 
think play itself a little uneven but also lauded intelligent 
theatre examination of a racial problem acted and directed 
with quiet intensity, Negative viewer Taubman, Times , 
complimented author on knowing how to hold the audience's 
interest and for his ear for the way human beings talk, but 
dissenter thought in the end the play and the characters pre- 
sented are unconvincing, belonging again to the theatre 's 
suffering young. Approving other cast members Taubman 
felt Duvall lacks intensity role should have had, 


O, Oysters- Village Gate 1/30. 2 pro- Times, World 
Telegram & Sun- and 4 con- Herald Tribune, News, Post, 
Journal American- filed on new revue by Doris Schwerin 
and Eric Blau, staged by William Francisco, presented by 
Art d'Lugoff and Blau with Elly Stone, Bill Heyer, Louise 
Troy, Danny Meehan, Zale Kessler, Pros were on the 
mild side, while cons were harsh pannings of the proceed- 
ings. Affirmative voter Taubman, Times, okayed the mus- 
ical portion, not the skits, while Aston, WTS, thought revue 
renewed one's faith in saloons, enjoying the topical jokes 
and songs. Con parade headed by Crist, Herald Tribune , 
marked it all loud, energetic but to little profit, with the 
performances cliched and dull, Davis, News, skipped the 
credits and informed his readers that it was witless and 
a waste of time. Herridge, Post, couldn't find a laugh in 
the show, but blamed the material not the cast, McClain, 
Journal American, gives up on the saloon cafe nightclub 
fare for drame critics, which s is far from ‘theatre, Food 
and drink is available before the show and during inter- 
missions, 


"To a Young Actress-The Letters of Bernard Shaw to 
Molly Tompkins" edited by Peter Tompkins ( Clarkson Potter 
$8.50) enjoyed by Atkinson, Times, Temperate letters added 
to some Shaw wrote to Mrs Pat Campbell and Ellen Terry 
give a portrait of a Puritan whose incomplete love troubled 
him because, by prenuptial agreement, his marriage to 
Charlotte Payne- Townsend was never consumated, His 
letters were a relief from the austerity of his personal life. 
Behind the mask of superiority there was a frustrated lover. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


An Evening of Mike Nichols and Elaine May "original" 
(Mercury) cast album recommended by Lask, Times, They 
are literate, satirical and cuttingly observant 


THEATRE 


COMMENTS 


He Who Gets Slapped ( WNTA Play of the Week) with 
Julie Harris, Richard Basehart, Patricia Jessel drew 3 cons 
and 1 pro from NY TV reviewers, Sole affirmative was from 
Gardella, News, who enjoyed revival of 1921 Leonid Andreyev's 
play, for its brilliant performances and clearness on the fund- 
amental level. Con voter Gould, Times, blamed Base hart's 
performance for being notably overburdened by insight, variat- 
ion in tempo and for the highly edited version adapted by Jos- 
eph Liss from the original Gregory Zilboorg translation, Bak- 
al, Herald Tribune, marked it a wearing, enigmatic experience, 
While Gould, Journal American , thought Harris miscast and 
Basehart's monotone dull, 


INTER - 
VIEW 
HI-LITES 


CARMEN CAPALBO, co-producer of Three Penny 

pees , believes West Coast production of his NY hit 
asted only 12 weeks because the people in Calif do not 

go to theatre, they go to bed, Hollywood is bead at 10 PM, 
he told Herridge, Post, Production got very good reviews 
and was better than the NY production because he had the 
best of the near 600 actors who played in the NY cast, Now 
he is looking for a new script to produce on Broadway, He 
feels it is just as easier to raise $150,000 for Broadway 
as it is to raise $15,000 for Off Broadway, Though Capalbo 
has read an average of eight manuscripts per week for 
several years he has found only two or three good enough 
to produce, 


SAM WANAMAKER, Far Country, returning to NY 
after 10 productions in England including a two year run 

as co-producer with Anna Deere Wiman of a theatre in 
Liverpool, went to London for a career decision, he told 
Zolotow, Times, He feels that as an American, even though 
a British resident, he should be able to work from time to 
time in the American theatre, Though he found it was more 
economical to produce plays in England, If he had stayed 
in NY he feels he could have participated in only a small 
fraction of the productions he has, 


"CD" Subscribers are invited to inquire further via mail 
or phone for more specific details of any current NY or 
out of town review, as well as any back review, 


‘Son THEATRE 
BOOK 
COMMENTS 
OY 
| 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


CRITICISM OF CRITICS,..Critics need and deserve criticism 
but it should be precise and intelligent, and this they sel- 
dom get, states Chapman, News. His own columns have 
always been open to anybody in theatre who wants to mae 
a point, but the space has rarely been used, Show folk 
seem afraid to answer back, many a playwright must have 
wanted to write "' You darn fool, you missed my point," 
but none ever did,,. Atkinson, Times, guesses that the 
"George Spelvin, critic of critics" once again in the Feb, 
"Theatre Arts" is really Chapman, News, self- dubbed 
"Old Frost Face," Times columnist believes this be- 
cause of the good-natured growl of the literary style and 
the occasional references to Chapman and his News' staff, 


COLUMN TIPS...Presidential box at National Theatre, Washing- 
ton, D, C, is to be refurbished, notes Lyons, Post... Julie 
Harris to sign as star of Chicago company of The Miracle 
Worker ,hears Coleman, Mirror. 


LINCOLN CENTER.,..Though approving the State-City aid to 
the Lincoln Center theatre of dance and operetta, Herald 
Tribune editorial questions wisdom of cutting plans from 
the original 3000 seats to the current 2500 seats, Theatres 
at Lincoln Center will add little to the laurels of NY if the 
basic matter of seating capacity leaves us with rather less 
than we have now, paper concluded... Times editorial wel- 
combed State-City aid which gives substantial help to Cen- 
ter assuring two constructive features of the center that 
might otherwise not eventuate, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Even the upper- middle garde will 
have a thoroughly good time at Rhinoceros, comments 
Crosby, Herald Tribune... European tour of West Side 
Story panned by Slocum, Mirror. There are few shows 
this side of Moscow that puts the US in a worse light... 
Newcomer composers who are taking up slack of Kerns, 
Arlens, Gershwins are doing a darn good job in their 
respective ways, approves Coleman, Mirror, 


CITY CENTER WEEK...18th birthday of NY City Center of 
Music and Drama cheered by Times editorial, It has 
used the years to good advantage, finding itself now 
in a unique and admirable position in the city and in 
the nation, Its revivals of drama, light opera and mus- 
ical comedy are sometimes better than the original 
versions, While at the same time it has managed to 
keep its top price below $4, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Two Times readers support camp- 
aign of Rhinoceros producer Leo Kerz not to publish 
"quote" ads. .. Lincoln Center executive Reginald 
Allen answered Herald Tribune reader by stating that 
NYC would earn extra tax income via the improvements 
and that the TV campaign was a free gift from the ad- 
vertising agencies and the stations, 


LEGIT TRENDS,,.Ruling out everything except the package 
job in musicals is to extinguish the last, best hope of 
turning up that freshness that eternally renews the 
theatre, and that even makes it safe for package deals, 
warns Kerr, Herald Tribune, in praise of the short-lived 
The Conquering Hero, ., England's "new wave" of theatre 
for all its excesses, is doing a notable service in helping 
restore the British stage's vitality, approves Watts, Post 
«++ Too many current NY productions are conceived and 
produced by people intent on the limited world of show 
business ,not that huge territory inhabited by the rest 
of us, ‘complains Taubman, Times 


EVER YBODY'S A CRITIC,,.USO singer at Bellevue Hospital, 
NYC Red Cross show presented in psychopathic ward 
was slugged by a patient while singing ''My Favorite 
Things" from The Sound of Music, reports McHarry, 
News. Quickly subdued patient explained he cannot 
stand items listed in Rodgers & Hammerstein song 
" apple strudle, schnitzel or noodles," 


" PROS & CONS BY TMK " 


The Oct oroon is probably the best revival the Phoenix 
has yet presented in its ilustrious history, The 1859 hit play 
is played straight by an excellent cast of actors under the 
firm direction of Stuart Vaughan who has not allowed any- 
one to get out of control, Always keeping within the style of 
the period it is the audience which adds the boos and applause 
in the proper or improper places, depending upon your feelings. 
Giving 1961 audiences a lively look at an American classic is 
the best idea the Phoenix ever had, andis certainly worth 
considering as an annual part of its program, 


* * 


Call Me By My Rightful Name is an old-fashioned 
earthy, sex-filled drama with completely unconvincing char- 
acters, a cliche situation and elemental view on racial prob- 
lems and a set of characters who claim to be college grad- 
uates but whose grammar is stunted, Actors give a lively 
performance with one of the most violent Off Broadway fist- 
fights ever viewed included, 


* * 


O, Oysters is another sad attempt at a topical revue 
lacking in clever material, and in several instances, any 
semblence of taste. The best that can be sad of the revue 
presented in a huge Village cavern is that the talented young 
cast is completely wasted in a show that is unfunny, but loud, 


* * 


The names of the new Lincoln Center are going to 
be less than inspired if the politicians have anything to 
do with it. As the money for the theatre of dance and op- 
eretta is coming from both the State and City, it seems 
they will be involved, Current opinion is to call the new 
home of the City Center of Drama and Music "New York 
State Theatre."' While this is probably better than nam- 
ing it after either the Speaker of the State Assembly or 
the President of the NY City Council, it would seem that 
it should be called something a little more inspirational, 


* * 


While the charge may be true that Broadway, especially 
in its current musicals, is too concerned with the tiny area of 
" show business", no one can accuse Off Broadway of this 
fault, Among the new Off Broadway presentations opening this 
very week are plays from Germany, India, Ireland and Rome, 


* 


Dimmest view ever given on Broadway was revealed 

this week by Leland Hayward at his lecture to the New Drama- 
tists Committee. He stated that unless business improves dras- 
tically for NY playhouses, two or three will be torn down by the 
end of the season, Producer does not see how the theatre indus- 
try, which only presents 40 to 50 plays per season can continue 
to loss $2 million per year. The solution is simple he told the 
young writers, Good plays! So please good writers, just don't 
sit there. Write that good play and save our theatres from be- 
coming parking lots, 


* 
Though Broadway business has been low, there is good 
news to all theatre buffs in the continued success of the Phoenix 


and Gate repertory programs, and in the safety of Ballet Ballads, 


* * 


| 
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Feb 6,1961 NYC THEATRE FACT CHART- CRITICAL DIGEST-139 E 47,NYC EL 5-6894 


Theatre Fact Chart presents up-to-minute data on current business and critical reaction 
on current Broadway & Off Broadway shows, Top week endprices, opening dates listed. 


SUBSCRIBERS ONLY may write or phone for any other specific critical data and/or for 
specific details of late NYC reviews and Out of Town tryout reviews, 


"C"-Critical-figures refer to percentage of PRO votes filed by 7NYC reviewers. PRO 
means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if critic 
predicted if show would be a commercial hit (earn back its investment. ) 


“B"- Business- figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week and indicates 
cure nt availability of tickets, Figures that follow, all in thousands of dollars, are gross 
capacity (CAP) and corrected Variety grosses of past weeks. Thus 100% B Cap $80-$80- 
means show was a sellout this week at $80000, last week's gross was $70,000, etc. 


ADVISE & CONSENT 
Cort $7.50 11/17/60 


ALL WAY HOME 
Belasco $7.50 11/30/60 


BECKET 
Royale $7, 50 10/5/60 


BEST MAN 
Morosco $7, 50 3/31/60 


BYE BYE BIRDIE 
Shubert $8.60 4/14/60 


CAMELOT 
Majestic $9, 40 12/3/60 


CRITICS CHOICE 
Barrymore $7, 50 12/14/60 


DO REMI 
St James $9, 40 12/26/60 


FIORELLO! 
Broadhur st $9, 40 11/23/59 


GYPSY 
Imperial $9.40 5/2/59 


HOW TO MAKE MAN 
Atkinson $7, 50 2/2/61 


IRMA LA DOUCE 
Plymouth $8.60 9/28/60 


MIDGIE PURVIS 
Beck $7.50 2/1/61 


MIKE & ELAINE 
Golden $6.90 10/8/60 


MIRACLE WORKER 
Playhouse $7, 50 10/19/60 


MUSIC MAN 
Broadway $8.05 12/19/57 


MY FAIR LADY 
Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 


PERIOD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Hayes $7, 50 11/10/60 


RHINOCEROS 
Longacre $6.90 1/9/61 


SHCW GIRL 
O Neill $7.50 1/12/61 


SOUND OF MUSIC 
Lunt $9.90 11/16/59 


TASTE OF HONEY 
Lyceum $6.90 10/4/60 


TENDERLOIN 
46th St $8.60 10/17/60 


TENTH MAN 
Ambass $7.50 11//5/59 


TOYS IN ATTIC 
Hudson $7, 50 2/25/60 


UNDER YUM YUM 
Miller $7, 50 11/16/60 


UNSINKABLE M BROWN 
W Garden $9.40 11/3/60 


THE WALL 
Rose $7.50 10/11/60 


WILDCAT 
Alvin $9.40 12/16/60 


138 W 48 
CI 5-4289 


lll Ww 44 
JU 6-7950 


241 Ww 45 
CI 5-5760 


235 W 45 
CI 6-6230 


225 W 44 
Cl6- 5990 


245 W 44 
CI 6-0730 


247 W 47 
CI 6-0390 


246 W 44 
LA 4-4664 


235 W 44 
CI 6-6699 


249 W 45 
CO 5-2412 


246 W 47 
CI 5-1310 


236 W 45 
CI 6-9156 


302 W 45 
CI 6-6363 


246 W 45 
CI 6-6740 


137 W 48 
CI 5-6060 


1681 Bway 
Cl 7-7992 


235 W 51 
PL 7-7064 


206 W 46 
Cl 6-6380_ 


220 Ww 48 
CI 6-5639 


230 W 49 
CI 6-8870 


205 W 46 
JU 6-5555 


149 W 45 
JU 6-9854 


226 W 46 
CI 6-4271 


215 W 49 
CO 5-1855 


141 w 44 
JU 6-2237 


124 W 43 
BR 9-3970 


1634 Bway 
Cl 5-4878 


208 W 41 
WI 7-5510 


250 W 52 
CI 5-5226 


70% C- 2 Con- Times, Post- 4 raves 
90% B- Cap $40--$33 $36 $36 $30 $38 


70% C- 2 Con- News, WTS 
40% B- Cap $38--$15 $14 $15 $15 $25 


90% C- 4 raves- 1 Con- Times 
70% B- Cap $45--$32 $35 $34 $31 


100% C- 7 pro- 3 raves 
65% B- Cap $41--$25 $25 $26 $24 $39 


90% C- 1 Con- Times- rest raves 
70% B- Cap $60--$44 $43 $43 


40% C- 3 Pro-News, WTS, J Am 
100% B- Cap $84--$84 $84 $84 $86 $84 


40% C- 3 Pro- News, J Am, WTS 
75% B- Cap $40--$31 $34 $35 $23 $21 


90% C- 1 Con- WTS- 5 raves-Time mild 
100% B- Cap $70--$71 $71 $70 $70 $71 $69 


100% C- 5 raves- Post, WTS mild book 
DB % B- Cap $58--$44 $49 $44 $43 $59 


100% C- 7 pro- J Am milder book 
75% B- Cap $64--$49 $35 $35 $31 $62 


See Supplement for Digests 


90% C- 1 Con- H Trib 
100% B- Cap $49--$48 $49 $49 $48 $44 $51 


See Page 2 for Digests 
100% C- 7 pro for 2 person revue 
100% B- Cap $30--$28 $29 $30 $27 $37 


100% C- 5 raves- Times, WTS milder 
65% B- Cap $38--$29 $28 $26 $25 $36 


100% C- 6 raves- H Trib milder 
50% B- Cap $72--$35 $30 $30 $32 $60 


100% C- 7 raves Play 
50% B- Cap $70--$35 $35 $36 $36 $65 


70% C- 2 Con- Times, WTS 
50% B- Cap $43--$24 $22 $18 $14 $23 


90% C- 1 Con - Mirror 
65% B- Cap $37--$27 $22 $21 


70% C- 2 Con- Mirror, Post 
75% B- Cap $45-- $31 $30 


90% C- 1 Con- H Trib- 3 raves 
100% B- Cap $75--$76 $76 $75 $74 $77 


70% C- 2 Con- News, Mir 
50% B- Cap $32--$17 $20 $20 $17 $30 


30% C - 2 Pro-News, WTS (both raves ) 
75% B- Cap $64--$42 $44 $44 $34 $50 


100% C- 7 pro-2 raves- News, Times 
35% B- Cap $32--$12 $16 Moved Booth 


100% C- 5 raves-Times, J Am milder 
40% B- Cap$40--$17 $15 $15 $12 $12 $12 


40% C- 3 Pro- News, Times, WTS 
25% B- Cap $40--$11 $14 $15 $19 $10 


70% C- 2 Con- News, Mir 
95% B- Cap $68--$60 $62 $63 


40% C- 3 Pro-Raves-Times,News, WTS 
20% B- Cap $46---$11 $19 $18 $13 $46 


40% C- 3 Pro- News, Mir, WTS 
100% B- Cap $65--$63 $65 $65 $67 $58 


OFF BROADWAY 


AM, DREAM 64 & Ist 4 Pro- News, Post, WTS, J Am 
York $4, 90 1/24/61 TR 9-4130 2 Con- Times, H Trib 
BALCONY 159 Bleecker 3 Pro- Times, Post, WTS 
Circle $4.50 3/3/60 GR 3-9450 3 Con- H Trib, News, J Am 
BANQUET FOR MOON 110 E 59 

T Marquee $4.60 1/19/61 PL 3-2575 6 Con- No Mirror filed 
BALLET BALLADS 334 E 74 4 Pro- Times, News, WTS, J Am 
East 74 $4.60 1/3/61 LE 5-5557 2 Con- H Trib, Post 

CALL ME NAME 1 Sher Sq 5 Pro- 

1 Sher Sq $4.60 1/31/61 YU 9-1335 1 Con- Times - No Mirror filed 
DONOGOO 141 Ww 13 2 Pro- Times, J Am 

G Mews $3, 60 1/18/61 CH 3-6800 4 Con- H Trib, News, Post, WTS 
EPITAPH G DILLON 100-7th Av S 3 Pro- Times, Post, WTS 

Actor Play $4.60 12/28/60 OR 4-1036 3 Con- H Trib, News, J Am 
FANTASTICKS 181 Sullivan 5 Pro- 

Sullivan $4.60 5/3/60 OR 4-3838 1 Con- H Trib ( No Mirror) 
HEDDA GABLER 83 E4 7 Pro- Unanimous raves 

4th St $4.60 1/9/60 AL 4-4795 Anne Meacham 

KRAPPS LAST TAPE 162-2nd Av 6 Pro- No Mirror filed 

Circket $4.60 1/14/60 OR 4-3960 

LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7th Av S 5 Pro- 

Sher Sq $5 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 2 Con- H Trib, News 

LITTLE MARY SUNSHINE 126-2nd Av 6 Pro- 4 raves- No Mirror 
Orpheum $4.95 11/18/59 OR 4-8140 

MONTSERRAT 162-2nd Av 5 Pro- No News, Mirror 

Gate $3.90 1/8/61 OR 4-8140 

MOUSETRAP 416 W 42 5 Pro- 

Maidman $5, 75 11/5/60 BR 9-3970 2 Con- News, WTS 

OCTOROON 189-2nd Av 6 Pro- No Mirror 

Phoenix $4.60 1/27/61 OR 4-7160 

O OYSTER 185 Thomp 2 Pro- Times, WTS 

V Gate $4.60 1/30/61 GR 5-5120 4 Con- H Trib, News, Post, J Am 
PREMISE 154 Bleecker 3 Pro- News, J Am, WTS 
Premise $4, 60 11/22/60 LF 3-5020 3 Con- Times, H Trib, Post 

3 PENNY OPERA 121 Christ 3 Pro- Times, H Trib, Post 

De Lys $4.95 9/20/54 WA 4-8782 

LIVING REPER TORY 530-Gh Av Connection-5 Con-l Pro- Post 7/5/59 
Living $3.45 CH 2-4569 Theatre Chance-l Pro- Post 6/22/60 


Jungle Cities-4 Pro 2 Con 12/20/60 


NYC THEATRE CALENDAR 


3 Japanese Plays- Players 2/3 

Elsa Lanchester Herself-4lst St 2/4 
Moon in Yellow River-East End 2/6 
Faust- City Center 2/7 

Cicero- St Marks 2/8 

King of Dark Chambers-Jan Hus 2/9 
After the Angels- West 3rd St- 2/10 
Two for Fun- Mad Av- 2/13 

To Damascus- T East 2/14 

Tiger Rag- C Lane 2/16 

Connelly vs Connelly- Blackfriars 2/17 
Once Was Russian-M Box 2/18 

Double Entry- Martinque- 2/20 
Comedie Franciase- C Center 2/21 
Come Blow Your Horn-Atkinson 2/22 
Welk Up- Provincetown- 2/23 
Rendezvous in Senlis-Gram Arts 2/27 
There is a Play Tonight-Jewel Box 2/? 
Red Roses for Me- G Mews 2/? 


Night G, Guignol 3/1 

13 Daughters-54th St 3/2 

Roots- Mayfair- 3/6 

5 Posts in Market Place-Gate 3/6 
Mary, Mary- Hayes 3/8 

Devil's Advocate- Rose 3/9 
Importance of Oscar- Lyceum 3/14 
Big Fish, Little Fish- ANTA 3/15 
Hamlet- Phoenix 3/16 
Donnybrook- 3/17 

Far Country- 3/22 

Happiest Girl World-Beck 3/30 


Whole Darn Shooting Match 4/3 
Carnival- 4/13 

How to Succeed- 5/25 

Carte Blanche-Shubert 5/? 
Richard II- C Park 6/19 

Paradise Island-Jones Beach 6/22 


"CD PROS & CONS" 


PROS: All current ON & OFF Broadway productions except following: 


CONS: Camelot, Critic's Choice, Sound of Music, Tenderloin, Tenth Man 
Call Me by Rightful Name, O'Oysters 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SERVICE-now 
in its llth year of service to theatre teachers, students, profession- 
als--college drama departments, community theatres, college and 
public libraries--presents each week of the year a concise 15 min- 
ute summary of all theatre news, comments, reviews, etc- published 
in the past week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily newspapers. Plus 
weekly "Outer Broadway Theatre Letter" supplement giving exclus- 
ive coverage of outstanding College, Community, Summer theatre 
$25 check productions coast to coast, Also free critical research on specific 
nay data and/or on specific details of late NYC theatre reviews and 
Out of Town tryout reviews via mail, phone, $25 per year for full 
service, Back volumes available from Oct 1956 $25 per year. 
"CD" is the perfect theatre gift. 
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OUTER BROADWAY 


THEATRE LETTER 


College--«---Community---- Summer 


PODS CO COC 


Feb 6,1961 Vol XII No 46 The Weekly Supplement of "Critical Digest" 139 E 47,NYC EL 5- -6894 $25 per year for fall "CD" Service 


College Theatre 


Queens College, Flushing, NY 
new 500 seat playhouse opened this 
week with Tiger at the Gates, 


NY cast of twin -bill Krapp's 
Last Tape and The Zoo Story played 
two performances at University of 
Houston, and then resumed its NY run 
at Off Broadway Cricket Theatre. 


Rip Torn to be ANTA guest star 
in Macbeth at Univ of Texas, Austin, 
in Apr, B Iden Payne director... Will- 
iam Reardon, State Univ of Iowa, teach- 
ing playwrighting this term at Louisiana 
State Univ... Margaret Hall, costume de- 
signer of State Univ of Iowa has exchan- 
ged positions this term with Iris Brooke, 
Univ of Bristol, England,,,Dr Camptom 
Bell, Univ of Denver, named new head of 
AETA Overseas Touring Committee ... 
Dimitri Roundiris, Greek Tragedy Thea- 
tre, Athens, started workshop rehearsals 
of Helen at Institute of Advanced Studies 
in Theatre Arts, NYC, 


The Just Assassins by Albert Cam- 
us, adapted by Jeanne Cagney, to be test- 
ed Mar 13 at UCLA Theatre Arts Dept, Los 
Angeles, prior to tour of other UCLA cam- 
puses, Staged by Jack Morrison, 


Harmful effects of the new Leeb 
Drama Center, Harvard Univ, outlined 
by Peter Benchley, Herald Tribune, New 
plant is the gradual strangulation of per- 
sonal contact with theatre that the new 
playhouse is unwittingly making and a 
lack of direction for Harvard's formerly 
diverse theatre enterprises, 


Summer Playhouses 


Paradise Island a new musical 
about the Hawaiian Islands will be pre- 
sented by Guy Lombardo nightly at his 
Jones Beach Marine Theatre, NY from 
Jun 22 to Sept 5. Music and book by 
John Jacob Loeb and Carmen Lombardo, 
starring Norman Atkins: 


Europe 


Broadway USA revue directed by 
John Effrat with Jeanne Beauvais, Ronald 
Brown, Jack Eddleman opens five week 
tour of US bases in Greenland, Iceland 
Feb 6, 


Old Vic Company opened five day 
run in Warsaw with Macbeth starring 
Paul Rogers at National Theatre, 


Winter Repertory 


Silent Night, Lonely Night with 
John Dutra, Roberta Royce opens Feb 7 
for month at Arena Theatre, Washington 
+++ Lullaby with Peggy Cass, Ray Rayner 
playing currently at Drury Lane, Chicago 
«+.Candida with Jane Wyatt, Reginald 
Denny, Gene Raymond currently at Sombrer 
Playhouse, Phoenix... Marriage Go Round 
arena staged production opens season Feb 
20 at Players Ring, Los Angeles... Hamlet 
featuring Claude Woolman to be presented 
Feb 20 at Pittsburg Playhouse... Pajama 


Game due Feb 21 at Fred Miller Theatre, 
Milwaukee, 


Road Tours 


The Sound of Music national 
company planning a two year tour, 
Recent additions include-- Lyn Brinker, 
June Rose, Imelda De Martin and 
Beatrice Krebs 


Hedda Gabler production of 
David Ross to make a nine week road 
tour next season, presented by Giesen Man- 
agement, Inc, 


London 


Michael Bryant replaced Alec 
Guinness in Ross Patricia Lambert 
to play leading female role of The 
Music Man with Van Johnson.... 

J.B. production to start pre-London 

four Mar 7 in Brighton with John Clements, 
Constance Cummings, Paul Rogers... 
Laurence Harvey to star in Royal Court 
production of Sartre's Les Sequestres 
d"Altona Apr 19,..The Devils by John 
Whiting due Feb 20 at Aldwych. 


BOARD 


EDITION 


"Bulletin Board Edition" of "CD" 
will soon be available to college and 
community theatre subscribers on re- 
quest at no extra cost, Printed on one 
side only it will be designed for posting 
to make "CD" available to staff,mem - 
bers, teachers, students, etc, Notice will 
soon be sent to college and community 
theatre subscribers asking if they want 
to receive either the "Bulletin Board 
Edition" or continue with the "News - 
letter Edition," 


Tryout Calendar 


Come Blow Your Horn- Walnut- 


Philadelphia 272 


Devil's Advocate- Colonial, 
Boston 


Mary, Mary- Shubert, New Haven 


Once There Was a Russian- 


National, Washington 1730 


13 Daughters- Shubert, Phil- 
adelphia 


Calendar-Current Road Tours 


At the Drop of a Hat- Blackstone 
Chicago 


Fiorello! - Hannas, Cleveland 1/30 


Five Finger Exercise- American, 
St Louis 


Flower Drum Song- Shubert, Chic- 


ago 11714 


Hostage- Her Majesty's, Montreal 


Majority of One- Hartman-Columbus 
2/8 


Midaummer Night's Dream-Play- 


house, Wilmington 2/6 


Music Man- Auditorium, Atlanta 


My Fair Lady- Shubert, Boston 


1/2 


One Upon Mattress-(Hurok Co) 
Purdue Univ, Lafayette, Ind 2/3 


Raisin in Sun- Music Hall , Kan- 


sas City 2/9 
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PROGR AM HI-LITES--ANTA ASSEMBLY 


Third annual "ANTA Assembly" Feb 5-8 at Hotel Edison, 
NYC, will consider general theme "The Contemporary American 
Theatre-Substance or Vacuum?" Community, college and pro- 
fessional theatre leaders from all sections of the US and abroad 
will attend sessions which are also open to the public, Last year 
700 attended, Events scheduled include--- 


SUN-Feb 5- 1 PM- Keynote address by Peggy Wood, pres- 
ident of ANTA, 1 45 PM, Ionesco's ''The Shepherd's Chameleon" 
presented by Greater NY Chapter of ANTA, directed by David 
Brooks with Frank Groseclose, Philip Bruns, Sudie Bond, 3 30 PM 
International Cultural Exchange Service, The Artist Abroad - dis- 
cussed by Gertrude Macy, Lucia Chase, Hal Holbrook, Dr. War - 
ner Lawson, Warren Caro, 


MON-Feb 6- 9 30 AM- New Approaches to Touring -dis - 
cussed by John Effrat, Noel Behn, Lore Noto, Ellis Rabb... Un- 
usual Promotions for Audience Building-discussed by Ruth May- 
leas, Mitchell Brower, Alexander Cohen, Carl Stohn, Bernard 
Simon,..Pay TV and the Living Room-discussed by Ralph Bell - 
amy, Jean Dalryinple , Leland Hayward. 10 50 AM -New Uses 
of Space in Theatre Design-discussed by Thomas De Gaetani , 

G M Kaufmann, James Hull Miller, Hugh Stubbins... Suitable 
Plays for High School Presentation-discussed by Mabel Wright 
Henry, Dorothea Hubschmitt, Jerome Max, Mary Van Dyke ... 

12 30 PM : Foreign Visitors Luncheon- with Brendan Behan. 
Dimitris Rondiris, Joan Plowright, Hermione Gingold, 2 15 PM 
The Professional Theatre School-Its Philosphy of Actor Train - 
ing-discussed by Alice Griffin, Frances Fuller, David Pressman, 
John Reich...Who's For Rhinos-with David Brooks, Morris Car- 
novsky, Anne Jackson, Zero Mostel, Eli Wallach ,.. Developing 
Appreciation and Understanding in College Students for the Thea- 
tre Profession- with John Dietrich...3 30 PM- Does the Contem- 
porary Theatre Provide an Artistic Contribution to American Cul- 
tural Life- discussed by Stella Adler, Richard Coe, George Oppen- 
heimer, 


TUES- Feb 7: 9 30 AM: The Professional Permanent 
Company Outside of NY-discussed by T. Edward Hambleton, 
Jane Broder, Gerry Jedd, Nina Vance, Peter Witt, Larry 
Gates... Equity Apprenticeship-Help or Hinderance?- dis- 
cussed by William Putch, Michael Ellis, Staats Cotsworth , 
William Brasmer, Willard Swire...Community Theatre Cast- 
ing- with Sydney Spayde...New Playwrights and Off Broad- 
way-discussed by Rea Warg, Edward Albee, James Lee, Jud- 
ith Maline, Jack Richardson-- 10 50 AM -Changing Problems 
of the Stage Manager-discussed by Robert Downing, Bert 
Gruver, Tom Burrows, Del Hughes, Lucia Victor... Lighting- 
An Appraisal of Today's Lighting and Appartus-discussed by 
Abe Feder, David Forman, James Shelley, Herbert Kliegl... 
12 50 PM -Guess Who Luncheon?-What Characterizes Thea- 
trical Traditions of Germany, England and the US- with Gus - 
taf Grundgens, Cathleen Nesbitt, Lee Strasberg.... 2 30 PM 
Subsidization of the Arts-as a Means of Public Relations - 
discussed by Forrest Murden, Jr, Robin Chandler Linn, 
James Ryan...The National Cultural Center -Myth or Magic- 
discussed by Edward Stone, Carleton Sprague Smith, Robert 
Dowling... 4 PM -What Has Made the Musical Theatre a 
Unique American Art Forum-discussed by Harold Prince, 
Richard Adler, Jay Harrison, Arthur Laurents, Jerome Rob- 
bins...Stars in Orbit-with Walter Abel, Mare Connelly, Mel- 
vyn Douglas, Cornelia Otis Skinner 1130 PM, After Theatre 
Supper-Dance- ANTA Award presented to Ford Foundation 
W McNeil Lowry. Special Guest Carol Channing, 


Wed- Feb 8- 10 30 AM What Factors are Responsible 
for the resurgance of Interest in Shakespeare - discussed by 
Irene Worth, Gordon Seale, Maurice Evans, Gordon Rust , 
Stuart Vaughan, 12 Noon: Peggy Wood Anniversary Luncheon 
with Gutherie McClintic, Master of Ceremonies, 


Guests will also attend matinee and evening perform- 
ances of--Ballet Ballads, The Unsinkable Molly Brown, Rhino- 
ceros, Becket, and A Taste of Honey, 


LATE NYC 
NEWS & 


REVIEWS 


LATE NYC NEWS: Gene Frankel replaced Douglas 
Seale as director of Once There Was a Russian... Ben 
Hammer replaces George Voskovec, Tenth Man, who is 
leaving to join Big Fish, Little Fish,,. Pierre Olaf signed 
for Carnival... Bruce Yarnell, red Thurston, John Nap - 
ier added to The Happiest Girl in the World .,.Philip Ab- 
bott to play leading role in Five Posts In the Market Place 
Michel Mok, 72, Broadway press agent died of pneumonia 


in Lenox Hill Hospital, NY. 


How to Make a Man- Atkinson 2/2, 7 con- unani- 
mous- filed on new comedy by William Welch, based on 
story by Clifford Simak, staged by Eddie Bracken, pre- 
sented by Dick Randall, with Barbara Britton, Vicki 
Cummings, Pete Marshall, Tommy Noonan, No one had 
kind word for production which had originally closed in 
Detroit and was re-opened with a new producer, Several 
nominated it for worst play of season, or of recent sea- 
sons, The on-stage gadgets in play set in 1991 designed 
by Harry Horner did not get much better notices than the 
rest of the elements involved, Taubman, Times, skipping 
cast credits in his con review, suggests script is special- 
ized and meant to attract admirers of comic-book science 
fiction, Times man thought a playwrighting robat might 
have helped, Kerr, Herald Tribune, noted that the two best 
lines of the evening were ad-libs and that the author is not 
half as inventive as the perspiring players, Chapman, News, 
panned play by long-time friend of his, remarking that poss- 
ibily it is too early to make fun of future science fiction, In 
his first paragraph News man called the Brooks Atkinson 
Theatre the "George Spelvin Theatre,'"' Strassberg, Mirror, 
liked the sets and Bracken's direction, but didn't think the 
proceedings very funny, Watts, Post, nominated play as one 
of worst of all time , memorable only as a disaster, dull , 
flat, heavy handed, clumsy, feeble and tedious, McClain, 
Journal American, agreed with Kerr that it was a sad mis- 
take to re-open show after Detroit flop, He rated it the 
most ambitious bomb of the season, Aston, World Tele- 
gram & Sun, trying to find something polite to say noted 
that Britton is beautiful, the sets imaginative and the cos- 
tumes bright, otherwise the play was juvenile, dirty- mind- 
ed and tiresome, 


Every Other Evil- Key - Herridge, Post, added a third 
con vote to file of new play by James Cormorthoon, direct- 
ed by Herbert Nielson, Heavy handed direction and mediocre 
acting result in another deadly version of Irish rebellion, It 
is in the long run the kind of old-fashioned, uninspired theatre 
that may kill off adventurous customers, 
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